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The Squam Watershed: A Year-Round Adventure

Above (left to right): Youth campers explore the Squam Watershed through sailing, fishing, hiking, and paddling during the summer months. Our programs provide healthy
outdoor recreational activities designed to stimulate inquisitive minds, develop life-long friendships, and create lasting memories of each child’s summer camp experience.

T

he Squam Watershed is a living
learning environment ready to be
explored. Throughout the year, SLA’s
education program connects the Squam
community through hands-on activities,
experiences, and wonder. This year was
particularly exciting in the mountains and on
the lakes as we welcomed a new Director of
Education, Leigh Ann Reynolds. Leigh Ann
has opened up a world of new possibilities
for the program.
In 2018, the SLA’s summer education
program inspired 175 children through an
adventurous week on and around Squam
Lake paddling, hiking, swimming, and
learning about the natural world, developing
a strong sense of self, community, and
place through our Junior Squam Lakes
Association (JSLA) camp. Our Community
Youth Sailing Program (CYSP) helped 56
children to get some wind in their sails as
they learned the basics of the sport and
gained confidence out on the water.
September and October were full of
education programs that inspired folks to
hike our trails and become Squam Rangers,

taught students about the importance of
monitoring water quality, engaged dialogue
about how climate change impacts our local
communities, exposed people to the night
sky, and encouraged a deeper connection to
nature through play. Through SLA’s Get Out
& Hike! program, special field trips, monthly
Science Pubs at Walter’s Basin, Stargazing
& S’mores, and after school programs, we
reached over 300 people in two months!
In less than a year our education program
has grown and we have new and exciting
things planned in 2019. For the first time
ever, we are offering February and April
Adventure Vacation Camps. Modeled
after our much-loved JSLA summer camp,
Adventure Vacation Camps are an extension
of the summer FUN with a winter and
spring twist. There will be winter and ice
safety lessons, snowshoe and cross-country
skiing, exploring the watershed and animals
and plants in winter, ice fishing, Earth
Day and, of course, lots of games and
adventures.
Camps are offered to 3rd–8th graders and
include Leader in Training opportunities for

those in grades 9–12. There are four weeks
of camp: Feb. 18–22, Feb. 25–March 1, April
15–19, and April 22–26.
In January we will show the film
“Monkey Business: The Adventures of
Curious George’s Creators” and in February,
Rick Van de Poll will share his poetry. March
through June brings our Spring Into Action
series where the speakers will be focused
on inspiring people to take action to help
the environment. To kick it off in March,
Steve Whitman from Resilience Planning
and Design will present “Designing with
Nature: Green Infrastructure Techniques for
Property Owners.”
There is so much to learn about the
Squam Watershed and we hope to see
you soon at one of our programs! Keep
exploring, learning, smiling, playing,
and enjoying this amazing place,
Squam Lake! Please contact Leigh Ann
Reynolds, Director of Education for more
information on any of these programs at
leighannreynolds@squamlakes.org. Keep an
eye out for the 2019 summer camp schedules
and registration!
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A Note From the President of the Board
How do we top
2018 at the Squam
Lakes Association?
We had such a
fantastic year that
it is almost
impossible to recap
everything in a
single Loon Flyer.
So I will instead
focus on next year,
which should prove to be even more
remarkable.
In addition to the new group of LRCC
AmeriCorps members and all of the
new projects we have planned, the most
noticeable new effort you will see is the
solar project. For those of you who were
not able to attend the kickoff presentation
this summer, this is going to an incredible
move forward for SLA.
It all started with the most mundane thing
we New Hampshire folks have to deal with:
our roof. The current roof at SLA works
especially well when it is not raining or
snowing, but the time has come to replace
it. This is where the solar project comes in.

With the aid of a substantial challenge grant
from the NH Charitable Foundation, SLA is
not only getting a new roof, it is moving into
the 21st century. The project will not only
allow SLA to become carbon neutral, we
will actually be able to put non-hydrocarbon
based electricity onto the grid.
This will result in a substantial financial
savings to SLA every year going forward,
allowing us to devote our resources to the
things we do best, like conservation, trails
and education programs. Please contact
the SLA office if you would like to learn
how you can support this project, or if
you prefer, you can make a gift online:
www.squamlakes.org/join-support.
I wanted to thank everyone as well for
their ongoing support of SLA. We have
much to be proud of, but also much more
to do.
Sincerely,

Bob Lucic, President of the Board

A Note From the Executive Director
This fall we had a
great Squam Ridge
Race. This event
raised thousands of
dollars for the trails,
and was a celebration of the Squam
Range and the
community and
partners that make
this such an excellent trail system. The
fantastic day was a touch bittersweet. It was
the last work day for Brett Durham. Brett has
been, in no particular order, our long-time
trail manager, trail designer, in-house
professional engineer, inventor, philosopher,
teacher, friend, conservationist, EMT, fire
fighter, and all-around great guy. We are
excited for his new career in the U.S. Forest
Service and grateful for the time he spent
with us. He leaves a lasting and fundamental
mark on most of our activities; milfoil, the
staffing structure of the Lakes Region
Conservation Corps AmeriCorps program,
our trail priorities and trajectory, and the
Ridge Race event, to list a few.

We are, however, very excited looking
forward at the year to come. Katri Gurney,
who started with us as an intern in 2016,
managed the SCI intern program and
the recent LRCC AmeriCorps program,
and who has worked closely with Brett, is
moving into the role of facility and trails
management. We hired another past intern,
Emily Gross to come back and manage the
LRCC AmeriCorps program. We are excited
to have the reenrollment of one member
along with seven new members to join the
SLA LRCC AmeriCorps team, for fall and
year long positions.
We are going into winter with a lot of
enthusiasm, a lot of capacity for the projects
at-hand, and with an enormous amount of
gratitude for all of our members, donors and
volunteers.

Sincerely,
EB James, Executive Director

SLA Board and Staff Updates
Morgan
Jones
Morgan has
been coming to
the Squam Lakes
region since the
mid 80’s when
his parents
purchased land
off Mt. Israel Road in Sandwich. Many
a summer weekend was spent cutting
trails on that land, contending with more
than a few black flies, and enjoying the
wilderness of the Squam region. One of
those summers in the late 80’s, Morgan
was a lunch cook at the Corner House
Inn, just before beginning his freshman
year at Harvard. Morgan graduated
from Harvard in ’91 and then earned a
Master’s degree in Electrical Engineering
at Stanford before serving four years as
an officer in the US Air Force. Upon
leaving the Air Force, he joined Battery
Ventures, a technology-focused venture
capital firm. At Battery, he eventually
became a Senior Partner, and a member
of the Executive Committee. After 15
years, Morgan left Battery to launch
Union Park Capital which is a Bostonbased private equity firm focused on
Industrial Technology investing, where
he serves as the Managing Partner.
Morgan and his wife, Jessica, purchased
one home of the Webster estate in 2011,
and have come to fully appreciate the
care and good citizenship that has made
the Squam region so unique. Now with
three young children, they are active
four-season weekend residents and nearfull-time summer residents, enjoying the
lake and the mountains. They hope to
do their part to preserve the area for the
enjoyment of future generations.

Richard
Lynch
Rich and his
wife Susan have
been coming
up to the White
Mountains and
Lakes Region for
almost 40 years.
They had their first glimpse of Squam

Lake around 1990 from the top of West
Rattlesnake and have been coming back
ever since. In 2004 they found their
spot on Little Squam and have been
enjoying the lake year-round since then.
Rich, Susan and their three children all
enjoy the lake regularly in all kinds of
watercraft from paddleboards, rowing
shells and sailboats to power boats.
In the fall, winter and spring they
enjoy hiking and skiing. The children
spent many happy summers at JSLA
camps and participated in volunteer
opportunities offered by SLA. Rich
began a new role as Chief Operating
Officer for Blue Cross and Blue Shield
of Massachusetts in November. He has
a Bachelor’s in Nursing from University
of Lowell and an MBA from Boston
University. Rich is also an adjunct
Professor at Northeastern University’s
Bouvé College of Health Sciences
where he periodically teaches a course
in Health Policy. Rich and Susan are
committed to preserving Squam Lake
for future generations.

Special
Thanks
to Brett
Durham
After nearly
15 years of
exemplary
service with
the SLA, Brett Durham, Director of
Operations, has joined a new team with
the U.S. Forest Service. Brett’s tenure
encompassed various positions including
Ecological Manager and Director of
Recreation, and
his work made
an enormous and
lasting positive
impact for the
Squam community
and surrounding
watershed.
Brett’s successes
at SLA are many,
and include
collaborative
creation of the

Squam Conservation Internship which
grew into the LRCC AmeriCorps
program. Brett initiated the Squam
Ridge Race event, developing it from the
ground up to what is now one of SLA’s
premiere events. Brett also engineered
the unique SLA DASH boat, which
has helped to reduce invasive milfoil
throughout the region, and has built
similar boats for other organizations,
sharing SLA’s conservation best
management practices.
Brett took great care of the
SLA facilities, and made terrific
improvements in all areas of his work.
We are deeply grateful for Brett’s many
contributions to SLA!

Welcome,
Emily
Gross
Meet Emily
Gross, the
new Program
Manager for
the LRCC
AmeriCorps
program. Emily is not new to the SLA.
She started as a conservation intern
in 2014, returned to New Hampshire
in 2017 with the Loon Preservation
Committee, and began her exciting role
this fall!
Her other adventures include invasive
species removal in Ohio, community
outreach in Kenya, and sea turtle
research in Florida. In her free time, she
can be found camping, traveling, petting
animals, or enjoying coffee and a good
book. Welcome, Emily!

Member of the Squam Lakes
community since 1980

SAMYN-D’ELIA ARCHITECTS, P.A.

Ashland, NH • (603) 968-7133 • sdarchitects.com
T H E L O ON F LY E R • 3

Taking Action

SLA RESPONDS TO EMERGING
CONSERVATION MATTERS
ON SQUAM

I

t’s been another busy year for conservation on
Squam. Our focus is split between covering our longstanding programs—water quality monitoring, milfoil
removal—and addressing emerging issues.
Our long-standing conservation programs continue to
be successful. We are wrapping up our 39th water quality
monitoring season. Our monitoring work is of increasing
importance as we experience more frequent high intensity
storms that bring additional nutrients into the lake.
Our milfoil work is steadily eliminating large milfoil
patches throughout the entire lake and downstream
in the Squam River, so much so that the only large
milfoil patches that remain are within site of the dam
in Ashland. Past infestation sites still require regular
maintenance to remove single plants that emerge, but our
intensive removal efforts using our Diver Assisted Suction
Harvester (DASH) are only necessary in the furthest
downstream areas.
The SLA is involved in some new emerging
conservation issues. First, we are working on
understanding the scale and scope of contaminants
in the Squam Watershed. Building on the work of the
Loon Preservation Committee, the SLA is working
with Geosyntec, an environmental consultant to further
understand the extent of contaminants in the Squam
Watershed. This is a concerning issue on Squam, and we
will continue to chase down the contaminants in Squam
tributaries to understand how they are impacting the lake
ecosystem.
The SLA is also keeping an eye on cyanobacteria
throughout the watershed. Cyanobacteria are
photosynthetic bacteria that can produce dangerous
toxins and are present in Squam at all times. However,
when blooms form, they can be harmful. Cyanobacteria
blooms often occur when there are high nutrient levels
in a water body. With our LRCC AmeriCorps members,
our water quality volunteers, and Weed Watcher program,
we are poised to quickly identify harmful algae blooms
and protect lake users from cyanobacteria. Contact the
SLA if you see any suspicious algae growth. The Squam
Watershed Plan, once complete in 2019, will provide
recommendations to reduce nutrient loading to lakes
and that will hopefully buffer against blooms in the
future. Lakefront property owners and lake users should
be on the lookout for surface blooms. Please report any
suspicious blooms to the SLA.
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Inaugural Year of LRCC
AmeriCorps Program
Complete

T

he first full year of the Lakes Region Conservation Corps
(LRCC) AmeriCorps program was a great success! This
new program, created and administered by SLA, focuses
on work performed by New Hampshire watershed and land trust
organizations. SLA staff and partners designed the program,
and then SLA wrote and secured the grant for funding. The
first year was piloted in partnership with the Lakes Region
Conservation Trust and the Squam Lakes Conservation Society.
The program significantly expands capacity and has positive
impact on active conservation fieldwork completed by the SLA,
SLCS and LRCT. The crew at the SLA spent over 1,500 hours
maintaining trails, added a month to the dive season, removed
over 2,200 gallons of milfoil, and reached over 500 people with
educational programs. They worked with the Holderness Central
School after-school program and helped to build a nature trail
around the school campus. They also taught trail construction to
counselors at Camp Hale. Over 1,700 hours were spent working
directly with volunteers tackling terrestrial invasive plant
removal, trail maintenance and more.
In late October we said goodbye to the 2017/2018 LRCC
AmeriCorps crew at a graduation ceremony at the SLA. In her
letter to SLA, US Senator Maggie Hassan stated, “I commend
and thank all of the AmeriCorps Members graduating today
for the time and energy you have invested over the last year to
conservation efforts in New Hampshire’s Lakes Region. The
hard work and commitment you have put into maintaining
trail networks, removing invasive species, leading volunteers,
and educating the public on local and regional conservation
initiatives strengthens our natural resources and benefits all
Granite Staters.”

Above: Design drawing of SLA’s 112 panel solar array expected in 2019. This project will save an estimated
55,969 lbs. of carbon from being released annually. Drawing by Christopher Williams Architects.

Making a Difference for Squam

T

hank you to all donors, members, sponsors and volunteers for your support in 2018!
The SLA has had an incredible year as you see from the stories in this issue of the
Loon Flyer. It is all made possible because you care about Squam, and you support
our mission. The impact that we make is significant—from managing the incredible 50+
miles of trails for all to enjoy, to our successful JSLA program (soon to celebrate 65 years
of success!) which engages our youngest Squam stewards, to the diligent daily conservation
work which keeps our watershed healthy and vibrant. All this work is done because you
care, and because you support SLA. We hope you will continue to support SLA, as a
member, as a donor, and as a volunteer. Together, we are making a difference for Squam
today and for future generations.
In addition to our daily ongoing efforts focused on conservation, education, and trails
and access, we are making some necessary and exciting improvements to our headquarters
in 2019. SLA received a challenge grant from the New Hampshire Charitable Foundation
to go solar, and we are fundraising to meet the $42,000 solar match. Some details of the
project are below:
• A new roof will be installed on the SLA Headquarters (a necessary facility update)
• The project supports the SLA five-year strategic plan to use green technology on campus,
and connects directly to our conservation-focused mission
• The project is a collaboration with the Plymouth Area Renewable Energy Initiative
(PAREI)
• Solar at SLA will save an estimated 55,969 lbs of carbon from being released annually
• The project will pay for itself in 10 years with an estimated energy savings of $5,000 per year

The 2018/2019 LRCC AmeriCorps
kicked off in November with a new
team, and we are excited to see the
program continue to grow. A new partner
is the Green Mountain Conservation
Group (protecting the Ossipee Lake
watershed), and in May 2019, the
Lake Winnipesaukee Association, the
Newfound Lake Region Association, and
NH Lakes will be part of the program.
Kudos go out to our hard-working
LRCC AmeriCorps members, and to
all volunteers and community members
who worked with and supported this
exciting program. Look for our new team
members on the lakes and trails this fall
and winter!

• 112 solar panels expected to have a lifespan of up to 35 years
• The project will provide a teaching tool with live data monitoring

As of November 1, we have raised half of the solar challenge grant goal. If you are
interested in supporting this project or learning more about it, please contact Pam Smith
at pamsmith@squamlakes.org.

CHRISTOPHER P. WILLIAMS ARCHITECTS, PLLC
PO Box 703 • Meredith, NH 03253 • 603-279-6513
www.cpwarchitects.com
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The 6th Annual Squam
Ridge Race was a
Record-Breaking Run!!

S

unday, September 30th marked the
sixth annual Squam Ridge Race, a trail
run competition traversing the Squam
Range crossing four summits, and gaining
over 3,000 feet of elevation. More than
150 racers and hikers participated on the
12.2-mile and 4-mile courses to run for trail
conservation efforts in the Squam Watershed.
The first runner to arrive back at Burleigh
Farm was Peter Howe of Holderness, NH,
with a time of 1:37:33. Howe set a new
course record, beating his own time from
the year prior by five minutes. Howe was
followed by Pier Pennoyer of Center Harbor
(1:38:32) and Hunter Cote of Berlin, NH
(1:43:58). Jennifer Johnson of Bethlehem,
NH finished at 1:53:20, also beating the
course record for the women’s division.
She was followed by Haley Heinrich of
Holderness, NH with a time of 1:56:16, and
Leigh Sharek of Brooklyn, NY completing
the race at 1:58:29.
Thank you to over 65 sponsors who made
generous contributions to support the event.
The 2018 Ridge Line presenting sponsor was

603.968.7711

Burleigh Land Limited Partnership, and our
start and finish line sponsors were O’Neill
Orthopaedics and Rockywold Deephaven
Camps. Grappone Automotive was a
trail sponsor. Aid station sponsors were
Sippican Partners, New England Printwear,
Squam Lake Marketplace, The Inn on
Golden Pond, Asquam Marina, HPM
Insurance, Riveredge Marina, Rumney
Animal Hospital, Sheehan Phinney Bass
and Green, Squam River Landing, and
Waterville Valley Resort. Thank you to all
who sponsored and donated! Over $25,000
was raised for the SLA trails management
program. Please visit the Ridge Race page
to see the complete list of sponsors at www.
squamlakes.org/squamridgerace2018.
Thank you to over 70 volunteers who
worked before, during and after the event,
and to the NH Amateur Radio volunteers
who monitored the trails during the
race. This event would not be possible
without you! Special thanks the Webster
Family (Webster Land Corp and Burleigh
Land Limited Partnership) for the event

sippicanpartners.com
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Above: Female winners of 12.2 mile race:
Jennifer Johnson (middle) of Bethlehem,
NH finished at 1:53:20, followed by Haley
Heinrich (right) of Holderness, NH, and
Leigh Sharek (left) of Brooklyn, NY.

THANK YOU TO OUR 2018
PRESENTING SPONSORS

location and trail access providing hiking
enjoyment for everyone for this event and all
throughout the year. We hope to see you all
at the 7th Annual Ridge Race in 2019!

riveredgemarina.com
603.968.4411

VOICES OF SQUAM:
Living and Working
Around the Lake

V

oices of Squam captures the stories and history of people
living and working around the lake. This oral history
project was created by Jane Beck, a former SLA Board
member and long-time Squam community member, over a sixyear period. The exhibit opened to the public in early August,
and it includes recorded stories on various topics including
island living, the mail boat, ice harvesting, farming around
Squam,and the camp movement. It also highlights the towns
surrounding Squam and many personalities who have connected
with this special place in so many different ways.
“The exhibit was a way to bring together people who both
lived and worked around the lake in a way that celebrates our
community and all of the diversity within it,” according to Jane.
“The project was a joy to work on, and I am so thankful to all
who participated and shared their personal stories, photos and
history. Sadly, a number of participants are no longer with us,
and I am so grateful to have had the time to meet with them,
and to record some of their memories of Squam.”
Will Twombly worked with Jane on the exhibit design.
“Being a part of the Voices of Squam project was an honor and
privilege for me on many levels,” says Will. “Jane is a brilliant
folklorist and interviewer, and a thoroughly delightful person, so
working with her was a special treat. It was extremely gratifying
to be able to support the outreach work of the SLA, which has
played a key role in the preservation of the Squam Watershed
for decades. And finally, because Squam has been a central
gathering place for my family for over 100 years, the project was
very close to my heart on a personal level. Many of the stories
are about people I remember fondly from my childhood.”
Thank you to Jane and Will for creating this incredible gift
to the Squam community, and to all who participated. Thanks
also to Chris Reynolds (graphic design) of Reynolds Design and
Management, Bryan Roberts and his associates at Luminous
Creative Agency (media development) for their essential
contributions to the exhibit, and to Dale Parker at Advanced
Imaging in Wilmington (MA). Special thanks to Tim and
Audrey Fisher who generously sponsored the opening reception.
The Voices of Squam exhibit is in the SLA Great Room, and we
hope all will take time to visit to enjoy the memories, local history,
and happenings that are shared in many wonderful stories.









Above: Will Twombly, Exhibit Designer, Spokeshave Design and Jane Beck,
Exhibit Curator and Interviewer at the Voices of Squam opening reception.
Below: Missy Mason, SLA member and Squam resident, enjoys reading the
local history of Squam in the exhibit displays.

SQUAM ARCHIVES CENTER
UPDATE

T

he establishment of the Archives facility at
SLA—the number one goal for the Center’s
Capital Campaign—will be fully realized
this winter. Great progress has been made including
transforming three basement rooms into clean and
bright spaces that will provide ample collection storage.
The facility is ready for the next step: installation
of shelves, storage and office furnishings, as well as
technology purchases to manage the collection at
museum standards.
The Center, a stand alone 501(c)3 organization, will
serve the Squam community for generations to come.
Please watch for continued updates in SLA and SLCS
newsletters, and for the website to be launched in 2019.
Thank you to all the generous donors for making the
Squam Archives a reality in 2018. If you are interested
in learning more about the project, and to learn how
you can help, please contact Christine Kuhn, Squam
Archives President at christine.kuhn1@verizon.net.
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Join Us for Upcoming Events & Special Programs

Special Events

Squam Speaker Series Education and
Outdoor Programs
Wednesday evening once a month
from 7–8 pm
for All Ages

Adventure Vacation Camps
Modeled after our much-loved
JSLA summer camp, adventure
vacation camps are an extension
of the summer FUN with a winter
& spring twist. There are four
weeks of camp: February 18-22,
February 25 –March 1, April 1519, & April 22-26.

Holiday Open
House
December 12th
Adventure Ecology
January 16th
Winterfest
Join us for a variety of
Monkey Business: The
February 16th
conservation and nature
Adventures of Curious
Maple Sugar Day
related topics led by Lakes
George’s Creators
March 23rd
Region Conservation Corps
Margret and H.A. Rey Center
AmeriCorps members every
Welcome Summer! Open House
Guided Hikes
week all year long.
June 22nd
Please visit our website to register
February 20th
Annual Meeting
for our many guided hikes
Poetry Reading and
Story Time with the
August 3rd
throughout the watershed on our
Book Signing
Rey Center
50+ miles of public hiking trails.
Summer’s End Celebration &
Rick Van de Poll
The Rey Center will bring the
Volunteer Appreciation Event
spirit of Curious George to the
Please visit www.squamlakes.org
August 29th
SLA through their Story Time
March, April & May 2019
for all event information and
&
Adventure
program.
Let
your
Spring
into
Action!
Squam Ridge Race
details, or call the SLA at
imagination soar with exciting
Please check out our website
September 2019
(603) 968-7336
stories followed by outdoor
for details.
LRCC AmeriCorps
adventures.
Graduation Ceremony
October
2019visit www.squamlakes.org for all event information and details, or call the SLA at (603) 968-7336
Please

