
Loon Flyer

Published by the Squam Lakes Association
Winter 2010

The

A facility to host 

our present and 

future programs.

Squam: New Hampshire’s Quiet Lakes

A Place to Go, a Place to 
Grow: The SLA Youth 
Activity Barn

Here at the SLA, we are continually 
evaluating our programs and facilities 
to ensure we are true to our mission and 
continue to foster stewardship. Over the 
past two years, the evaluation process has 
revealed a critical limitation in the form of 
our facilities. Each summer, over 300 children 
participate in our youth programming and we 
continue to enhance our community outreach 
programming. Although our facilities have 
greatly improved over the past decade, 
we have always lacked indoor space large 
enough to conduct our programming during 
inclement weather. 

Our need for space was made very clear during the summers of 2008 and 2009, with threatening 
weather occurring daily; challenging staff and compromising the experience for program participants. 
Despite the weather, the youth program staff ’s creativity and optimism ensured campers’ happiness 
in the rain. When safety was an issue, however, activities were limited to quiet games beneath a tarp, 

movie watching in a corner of the SLA store or arts and crafts in the 
SLA maintenance garage. 

When inclement weather strikes, our programs need a place to go.

The Squam Lakes Watershed is a unique place we have all come 
to cherish; a place where families reunite, a place where magnificent 
vistas remain unspoiled and a place we all aim to preserve for 
generations to come. Since the Junior Squam Lakes Association was 
established, the SLA has focused on fostering relationships among 
area youth through outdoor activities. As we plan for the future, 
we understand the importance of fostering an appreciation for the 
watershed, but our programming is limited by a lack of space. 

To fulfill our mission, our programs need a place to grow. 

As a result, the SLA is embarking on a Capital Campaign to 
build The SLA Youth Activity Barn, which will provide us with the 
most efficient, flexible way to meet our needs for a facility to host our 
present and future youth programs. It will give us the space we need 
to continue fulfilling our mission to conserve, educate and promote 
healthy recreation on and around Squam. The Barn will include 
space for indoor youth activities, program equipment storage, and 
restrooms. Furthermore, as we continue to enhance our service to 

(continued on page 2)

The SLA Youth Activity Barn will give us the 
space we need to continue fulfilling our mission to 
conserve, educate and promote healthy recreation 
on and around Squam

JSLA campers participating in rainy day activities in 
the maintenance garage
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President’s Report
By Earle Jenkins

Historically winter has been a quiet time, providing us with the opportunity 
to reflect on the past year and make plans for the year ahead. While we still do 
our planning for the upcoming year, we find that we now need to weave “planning 
time” into our busy winter activity schedule. This issue contains articles describing a 
number of these activities and events. All of this and more is only possible because of 
your generous support. 

I will avoid the temptation of being redundant by commenting on each article, so 
please take the time to read about what is happening at your organization. The Loon 
Flyer provides you with a snapshot of important activities, for a more comprehensive 
view visit our website www.squamlakes.org. While you are there, check out the events 
calendar, sign up for our online newsletter, and I encourage all of you that have not 
joined the world of “social media” to click on the facebook link. I think you will be 
pleasantly surprised to learn about all that we do.

Thanks for your continued support!!!

The Squam Lakes Association 
is dedicated to conserving for the 
public benefit the natural beauty, 

peaceful character and unique resource 
values of the lakes and surrounding area. 

In cooperation with local and state authorities 
and other conservation organizations, 

the Association promotes the protection, 
careful use and shared enjoyment of the 
lakes, mountains, forests, open spaces 

and wildlife of the Squam Lakes region.
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the local community, the Barn will provide the critically needed indoor space for the 
programming we conduct with local school and community groups.

In a conversation about the campaign, Youth Program Manager Jenne Walker had 
this to say about the Barn; “Bottom line: it’s about safety. The SLA Youth Activity 
Barn will provide us with the facilities we need for children in our programs to have a 
safe and educational experience on Squam, an experience that will keep them coming 
back year after year.” 

Our goal to raise $300,000 is well on its way; the donated timber has been harvested 
and milled from a local stand in the Squam Range, a local timber framer from Tamworth 
has been selected and we have received pledges to support more than 50 percent of the 
project. We hope you will join those who have already committed to this project by 
making a pledge to the Youth Activity Barn. You can make a difference in this effort. 
Visit www.squamlakes.org to learn how. Every level of support is a vital component to 
the final assembly of the barn.

A Place to Go, a Place to Grow: The SLA Youth Activity Barn 
continued...

The donated timber has been harvested and milled from a local stand in the 
Squam Range
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If the hole in a tree holds a pencil with a little 
wiggle room, like this, it may be an ALB exit 
hole. Look for more signs, including frass, live 
adult beetles and more exit holes

A new and potentially dangerous threat to New 
Hampshire’s forests is the Asian Longhorned Beetle. The 
Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB) is an invasive insect that 
came to the United States from China, likely concealed in 
wood packing materials. Nobody is sure when or where ALB 
was first introduced to the US, but 
is has been intercepted at ports and 
found in warehouses throughout 
the United States since 1996.

The ALB is considered a serious 
threat to many species of hardwood 
trees like maple, elm, willow, birch, 
horsechestnut and poplar. During 
its larval stage, the ALB tunnels 
deep into a tree’s heartwood, 
where it feeds on nutrients. This 
tunneling damages, and eventually 
kills the tree. According to the 
US Department of Agriculture, if 
ALB were to become established 
here, it could be one of the most 
destructive invasive species ever to 
enter the US. 

Though they are capable of 
flying upwards of 400 yards, these 
beetles travel regionally via the 
transportation of infested or ‘host’ wood. The threat of 
damage to NH Forests by ALB and other invasive insects 
led to a ban on the transportation of out-of-state firewood 
into all White Mountain National Forest campgrounds in 
the summer of 2009. A national campaign “Don’t Move 
Firewood” also works to protect our nation’s forests by 
discouraging the transportation of invasive insects and 
diseases via firewood. Visit www.dontmovefirewood.org 
for more information on this campaign. The SLA also 

The Asian Longhorned Beetle: A Possible Threat to NH’s Forests
By: Rebecca Harvey
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encourages you to leave your out-of-state firewood at 
home, even if you don’t live in a region that has reported 
infestations of ALB. One free bundle of firewood is provided 
with each night spent at SLA campsites.

This spring, ALB larvae will continue to feed on their 
host trees and will chew their way 
out as fully mature adults during 
the summer, leaving characteristic 
exit holes; perfectly round and ¼ 
to ½ inch in diameter, a bit smaller 
than a dime. These exit holes 
are an important key in locating 
ALB-infested trees. Also be on the 
lookout for egg-laying sites, where 
frass (a sawdust-like material) 
will be found on the ground or in 
branches, and live adult beetles. 

If you suspect an Asian 
Longhorned Beetle infestation, try 
to collect and freeze an adult beetle 
in a jar and immediately notify the 
NH Department of Agriculture, 
the NH Division of Forests and 
Lands or call 1-866-702-9938.

The SLA will be hosting 
a free workshop on the Asian 

Longhorned Beetle on April 21st from 5:30-7:00pm at 
the SLA Resource Center. Learn more about the history 
of ALB in the US, what to look for in identifying these 
beetles and what to do if you think you’ve located an 
infestation. Registration is required as space is limited. 
Please call; 603-968-7336 or email info@squamlakes.org. 
Refreshments will be provided.

Photos provided by the US Department of Agriculture. 

An adult male Asian Longhorned Beetle beside 
it’s exit hole. Note the size; 1-1.5 inches in 
length, the white striped antennae and the 
shiny black body



Volunteer Profile: David Burrows
By Rebecca Harvey

Throughout the summer of 2009, SLA Volunteer David 
Burrows donated his time and skills to the SLA’s battle against 
invasive variable milfoil. David, a 2008 graduate from Plymouth 
State University, first learned of the SLA’s dedication to water 
quality and efforts to combat milfoil during a PSU class field 
trip to Squam in the fall semester of 2008, but that wasn’t 
his first encounter with invasive aquatic plants. During the 
summers of 2007 and 2008, David served as a Lake Host on 
Pawtuckaway Lake, where he helped to educate the public on 
invasive aquatic plants and provided free boat inspections to 
identify and remove plants from boats and their trailers before 
entering the lake. David didn’t dive for milfoil in Pawtuckaway 
Lake, but decided to get his Weed Control Diver Certification 
because he hopes to build a career in invasive plant control. We 
hope that David found his experiences at the SLA as valuable 
as we have found him. We’re very fortunate to have had David 
helping us this past year. Thank you for your hard work and 
dedication!
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Social Media Marketing at the SLA
By Jenne Walker

“Social media marketing describes the act of using 
social networks, online communities, blogs, wikis or any 
other collaborative Internet form of media for marketing, 
sales, public relations and customer service.” - Wikipedia

SLA uses Social Media Marketing (SMM) as a tool 
to build our brand and spread information about the 

The SLA plans to increase our efforts to 
combat invasive plants during the summer of 
2010. A full-time milfoil management crew 
will be dedicated to the removal of invasive 
plants in the Lakes. Visit www.squamlakes.org 
to learn more about the project. “This experience will help me build the skills I  need to 

find a job in environmental science, where I feel that I can 
contribute the most.” – Dave Burrows

organization. And what’s better; our fans do the work 
of promoting the SLA through their own online social 
interactions. Every time an SLA fan interacts with the 
SLA online, their ‘friends’ or ‘followers’ are made aware of 
that interaction. Since each fan has a diverse set of their 
own friends or followers there is an exponential potential 
for the SLA to increase awareness and reach within the 
online community. Currently, the SLA has a Facebook fan 
page, a blog and an online newsletter to keep the lines of 
communication open. 

SMM allows us to communicate a variety of messages. 
We share news and notable stories. We post invites for 
upcoming events such as Winterfest and guided hikes. 
We share videos and pictures. SMM is an excellent 
way to encourage people to visit our website to take 
a look at what we have to offer. We have found that 
SMM is a phenomenal marketing channel for our 
organization. We hope to see you join our social media 
community. 

You can find links to all of our SMM tools at our 
website: www.squamlakes.org
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West Rattlesnake Project
by Brett Durham

The Old Bridle Path is by far the most popular 
hiking trail around. On a nice summer day hundreds 
of people will make the 0.9 mile trek to the summit of 
West Rattlesnake Mountain, where views from the cliffs 
overlooking Squam Lake awe each visitor. Sadly, however, 
all of this foot traffic has taken a toll on the trail. This 
past fall the SLA Trail Crew with support from the NH 
Recreational Trails Program, administered by the NH 
Department of Resources and Economic Development, 
went to work upgrading the lower section of this trail. 

The SLA Trail Crew, which consisted of an SLA 
Trail Crew Leader and Student Conservation Association 
volunteers, put in over 1600 hours on the Old Bridle 
Path with help from some generous and strong passers-
by. Together, staff and crew carried 21 tons of gravel from 

the parking lot to various locations along the trail. Yes, you read that correctly; 21 
tons of gravel was moved up the trail, by hand, to help repair some of the muddier 
areas of the trail. 

You may ask yourself, “Why? It is a trail after all, and trails get muddy.” Here are 
some things that you may not realize. When a trail gets muddy people start to walk 
along the side of the muddy areas, killing plants and full grown trees on the sides of the 
trails, causing muddy patches to grow longer, wider and deeper until the soils begin to 
wash away in the summer rain storms. This process exposes the roots and small rocks 
which then become trip hazards. It is interesting to watch as a trail that was only a 
foot path at one point, turns into a lane that is over 10 feet wide in places. 

In addition to installing erosion control measures, the Old Bridle Path also 
boasts many new steps and strategically placed rock/brush walls along sides of the 
trails designed to keep hikers on the main path. 

2009’s project was the second phase of a multi-year project focused on improving 
the safety and environmental conditions of this popular trail. In 2008, the SLA 
received a donation of land that enabled us to construct a parking lot dedicated 

to this trailhead. Hikers no longer need to park along the shoulders of Route 113 with its limited sightlines, creating a much safer 
environment for people enjoying this beautiful trail. 

Over the past two years, with the parking lot construction and trail restoration, the SLA has spent over $80,000 enhancing 
the trail system around the lake. Thank you for your continued support; your donations make work like this possible. Please stop by 
the trail and check out the work that has been done. If this type of work sounds like fun to you, the SLA is always looking for new 
Volunteer Trail Adopters to help maintain our 50+ miles of trails. If you think you might like to adopt a trail please contact the 
SLA and let us know. 

Heavy use can cause trails to 
widen and erode, like this photo 
of the Old Bridle Path taken 
before 2009’s project began

After months of work, the 
same part of the trail has been 
significantly improved

SLA staff and volunteers carried 21 tons of 
gravel up the Old Bridle Path

The SLA Trail Crew spent over 1600 hours repairing the 
Old Bridle Path
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Best Fest
By: Becky Sinkler; SLA Board Member

In a stroke of luck, the sun came out, the winds died 
down, the temperature rose, and Winterfest took it from 
there. Martin Luther King weekend brought scores of visitors 
to SLA to celebrate what was, by common accord, the 
best day in January, and the best Winterfest ever. A week 
before, due to weirdly warm weather, the lake was ominously 

unfrozen. But a bone-shattering chill had struck just in time 
to bring ice for skaters and fishermen. And then, because of 
the abundant sunshine (the first in weeks, it seemed), no one 
even shivered as Jamie Hess of NordicSkater.com put on a 
great demonstration for those new to Nordic skating. 

All that action stoked voracious appetites for the chili 
cook-off in the Great Room. Red-cheeked and armed with 

Visitors bought SQM mugs for $5 and sampled chilis from 
six local restaurants

SLA mugs, the crowd surged toward the table where six local 
restaurateurs had set up their steaming pots of spicy stews. 
The range of offerings was wide, as real Texas Chili (no beans, 
all meat) from the Manor on Golden Pond, vied with recipes 
from Mocha Rizing, All Out Wildlife, Yankee Trails Motel, 
the Golden Pond Country Store, and the Holderness General 
Store. While The Common Man Restaurants’ entry– true to 
owner Alex Ray’s reputation as a maverick -- wasn’t chili at 
all, but corn chowder. Free home-made cookies, hot chocolate 
and marshmallows rounded out the menu – what more could 
anyone ask?

By 2pm, every SLA mug was sold, every cookie scarfed 
up, every crock-pot emptied, the donation box overflowing, 
ditto the ballot box. It was time to name the winner: The 
Manor On Golden Pond, followed by the Yankee Trail Motel 
and All Out Wildlife. Ballots cast indicated that 65-70 had 
voted for their favorite fare, but a glance across Piper Cove 
told us more than 200 people must have attended the event. 

Asked what was best about the Fest this year, one young 
couple, relative newcomers to the area praised the food and 
the fun, but said the icing on the cake was the chance to 
come out of hibernation: “I saw a ton of people I hadn’t seen 
since summer – some of them I didn’t even realized were 
here in winter. The best thing about SLA is that it’s a real 
community of people who enjoy the same things and really 
know how to have fun.” 

Friends and families enjoying a beautiful January day at the 
SLA’s Winterfest

SLA President, Earle Jenkins gave ice fishing demonstrations 
throughout the day
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SLA YOUTH PROGRAMS     SUMMER SCHEDULE 2010

Dates Week 1
June 28-July 2

Week 2
July 5-9

Week 3
July 12-16

 Week 4           
July 19-23

 Week 5           
July 26-30

 Week 6             
Aug 2-6

Week 7
August 9-13

JSLA
DISCOVERY
(Grades 3 & 4)

 Canoeing & Hiking 
Adventures in Squam 

Lakes Area

Canoeing & Hiking 
Adventures in Squam 

Lakes Area

 Canoeing & Hiking 
Adventures in Squam 

Lakes Area

 Canoeing & Hiking 
Adventures in Squam 
Lakes & White Mtns. 

Area

Canoeing & Hiking in 
Squam Area & Annual 

Canoe Races

 Canoeing & Water 
Adventures in Squam

Lakes Area

 Canoeing & Hiking 
Adventures in Squam 
Lakes & White Mtns. 

Area

No overnight camping No overnight camping No overnight camping No overnight camping
Canoe Camping on 

Bowman Island
(Thurs night)

Canoe Camping on
Moon Island
(Thurs night)

No overnight camping

JSLA
EXPLORER

(Grades 5 & 6)

Canoeing, Kayaking
& Hiking in Squam

Lakes Area

Hiking & Paddling in 
Squam Lakes Area

Hiking & Paddling in 
Squam Lakes Area

Canoe Squam Lake  & 
Hiking White Mtns. 

Area

Canoeing, Kayaking
Hiking in Squam

Area & Annual Canoe 
Races

Canoeing, Kayaking
& Hiking in Squam

Lakes Area

Kayaking & Hiking in 
Squam Lakes & White 

Mtns. Areas

Canoe Camping on 
Moon (Thurs night)

Kayak Camping on
Bowman Island
(Thurs night)

Kayak Camping on
Moon Island
(Thurs night)

Canoe Camping on 
Bowman

(Wed+Thurs nights)

Canoe Camping on
Moon Island
(Thurs night)

Canoe Camping
at Bowman Island

(Thurs night)

 Mead Cons. Center 
Campout

(Thurs night)

JSLA
EXPEDITION
(Grades 7 - 9)

Squam Lakes kayaking 
& Hiking

Squam Lakes Kayaking 
& Mountain Biking in 

Waterville

Squam Lakes Kayaking
&White Mountains 

Hiking

Squam Lakes Kayaking
& Hiking 

 Kayak/Canoe on 
Squam Lake & Annual 

Canoe Races

Squam Lakes Kayaking 
& Hiking 

Squam Lakes Kayaking 
& Hiking 

Kayak Camping on
Bowman Island
(Thurs nights)

 Waterville Campout
(Wed+Thurs nights)

Waterville Campout
(Wed+Thurs nights)

Kayak Camping
at CRMF

(Thurs nights)

Kayak Camping
at CRMF

(Thurs night)

Campout at Mead Cons. 
Center (Thurs. night)

Kayak Camping on
Bowman Island
(Thurs nights)

SQUAM
CONSERVATION

CORPS
(Grades 9 - 12)

Milfoil Survey
WaterQuality
Trail Project

Milfoil Survey
Water Quality
Trail  Project

No overnight camping No overnight camping

CYSP
(Ages 8 - 15)

Mon - Fri

Morning 9am-12pm 
Beginning Sailing

Optimist Class
(weight limit 125 lbs)

Morning 9am-12pm 
Beginning Sailing

Optimist Class
(weight limit 125 lbs)

Morning 9am-12pm 
Beginning Sailing

Optimist Class
(weight limit 125 lbs)

Morning 9am-12pm 
Beginning Sailing

Optimist Class
(weight limit 125 lbs)

Morning 9am-12pm 
Beginning Sailing

Optimist Class
(weight limit 125 lbs)

Morning 9am-12pm 
Beginning Sailing

Optimist Class
(weight limit 125 lbs)

Morning 9am-12pm
Beginning Sailing

Optimist Class
(weight limit 125 lbs)

Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 Week 7

Afternoon 1pm-4pm
Intermediate Sailing

Club Junior/Lightning Classes
(minimum recommended age of 10)

Afternoon 1pm-4pm
Intermediate Sailing

Club Junior/Lightning Classes
(minimum recommended age of 10)

Afternoon 1pm-4pm
Intermediate Sailing

Club Junior/Lightning Classes
(minimum recommended age of 10)

Afternoon 1pm-4pm
Beginning Sailing

Optimist Class
(weight limit 125 lbs)

*Paddling = canoeing and kayaking. (Schedule  subject to change)

Where Did the 2010 SLA Youth 
Program Insert Go?

New for 2010 we have made some changes in an effort 
to continue with our “Green Living” Mission. You may 
have noticed that the 2010 SLA Youth Programs insert is 
missing from this edition of the Loon Flyer. In an effort to 
reduce our paper use we have found space within the flyer 
to keep you informed of the summer schedule. 

If you are looking to register your children for the 
upcoming season, visit us on the web at: www.squamlakes.
org. Click on Programs and then select the program you 
are looking for under the heading Youth Programs. If you 
do not have access to the internet you may also call our 
office at 603-968-7336 and request forms. Please remember 
to download the entire SLA Youth Registration & Medical 
Forms Packet, and send them in before June 11, 2010. 

S A M Y N  •  D ‘ E L I A   A  R  C  H  I  T  E  C  T  S ,  P . A .  

Celebrating 30 years of award-winning designs.  Portfolio at sdarchitects.com
(603) 968-7133  .  on Main Street in Ashland, New Hampshire
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Squam Lakes Association - 2010 EVENTS CALENDAR

February 24: Guided Hike; Welch and Dickey, call for more info or to register 603-968-7336
March 3: Guided Hike/X-Country Ski: Five Finger Point, call for more info or to register 603-968-7336
March 13: Guided Hike: Rattlesnake, call for more info or to register 603-968-7336
April 21: Asian Longhorned Beetle Workshop: SLA Resource Center 5:30-7:00, register by calling 603-968-7336.
May 1: Campsites Open
May 22: Boat Rentals Open, weekends only
May 29: Pancake Breakfast: SLA Resource Center 8:30 am -10:00 am
June 5: National Trails Day
June 28: JSLA and CYSP Youth Programs Begin
July 4: Lightning Sailing Races Begin: Diamond Ledge 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm
July 10: Static Boating Census
July 17: Waterfowl Census: Church Island 8:00 am
July 18: Live Boating Census
July 24: Hike for the Trails Day: Mt. Morgan Trailhead 8:00 am
July 28: Kids Canoe Races: Ashland Town Beach at 10:00 a.m.
August 1: Active Boating Census 
August 7: SLA Annual Meeting: SLA Resource Center 4:30 p.m.
Visit www.squamlakes.org and click on our “Events Calendar” for up-to-date event information and more 
information on SLA Events.

Member Address Change
Contact our office if your address has changed. 

Also, if you have separate winter and summer addresses, please let us know the dates you are in residence at each address. 
SLA is fined 70¢ for every piece of forwarded bulk mail. You can either call the office 

at (603) 968-7336 or send an e-mail to info@squamlakes.org.
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