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SLA Holds First Wooden Boat Building Class

Bill teaches in
a fashion that
encourages
participants to

Between July 30 and August 4, 2007, the Association
held a wooden boat building class with six participants
building a total of five sea kayaks. The class was instructed
by master woodworker Bill Thomas, who also teaches at
the Wooden Boat School in Maine, and hosted by Sarah
and Bob Rothschild in their barn on White Oak Pond
in Holderness.
Bill showed up on Sunday afternoon with five sets
of materials for participants to build his own design
known as the Willow Sea Kayak using the stitch and
glue method of construction. The kits were pre-cut and
the class included all necessary materials. Participants
only needed to show up with some basic hands tools.
Bill teaches in a fashion that encourages participants
to help each other out and the atmosphere of teamwork
was evident by the end of the first day. Each kayak progressed toward each step of completion
simultaneously despite the varied experience level of the participants. Bob Ritz teamed up
with 15 year old Derek Goldstone to build one kayak and Bob Rothschild was assisted by his
six year old grandson, Henry.
By the end of the week each of the
five kayaks were assembled with individual
touches evident in the number and size of
storage compartments. Bill’s final day was
spent instructing on the remaining finish
(continued on page 4)
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Larry Spencer checking the lines of his kayak.

An activity that was fun for all ages!
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Those who have visited SLA headquarters in the last year may have noticed a
new sign for the Squam Lakes Resource Center. Because of our location, many people
new to the area or passers-by often stop for information. This has become a great way
for SLA to disseminate information about our programs and preserving the lakes as
well as information on area attractions.
By the summer of 2004, the number of walk-ins had approached a level where we
knew we needed help and a volunteer position was initiated. This was tremendously
successful thanks to the many wonderful volunteers who pitched in to help us out. If
you would like to volunteer a few hours a week in our Resource Center, please contact
the SLA ofﬁces at (603) 968-7336 or via e-mail at info@squamlakes.org. Also for
teenagers, this is a wonderful way to fulﬁll community service obligations.

8th Annual Pancake Breakfast
The Squam Lakes Association is having its 8th
Annual Pancake Breakfast on May 24th at 8:30 am 11 am. This year we are featuring all Organic Pancakes,
with guest Speaker Lauren Buyofsky. Lauren, the Farm
Manager at D Acres Organic Farmstead in Dorchester,
holds a M.S. degree in Natural Resources, with a
concentration in Water Resources, from the University
of New Hampshire. In 2006, Lauren completed a research
study at UNH detailing the link between land use practices
and groundwater quality in southern New Hampshire’s
Lamprey River Watershed. Lauren, a certiﬁed herbalist
Lauren Buyofsky
and Usui Reiki practitioner, founded Wise River Herbals
and serves on the board of Equine Protection of North America. Lauren will be
talking about the beneﬁts to people and their environment of organic farming and
how you can go organic…

Squam BioBlitz - Fri. June 6 to Sat. June 7
New this year, the Science Lakes Natural Science Center, the Squam Lakes
Association and the Squam Lakes Conservation Society are joining forces to launch a
24-hour bio-inventory of the Squam Range. Interested parties are invited to become
‘citizen scientists’ and work side-by-side with experts to identify as many different
living things as we can in one 24-hour period. Designed as part contest, part festival,
part educational event, and part scientiﬁc endeavor,
this event will increase the public’s awareness of the
diversity of life in their own neighborhoods, will generate
enthusiasm about science among children and families,
and bring biologists from many disciplines together to
work toward a common goal. The event, headquartered
at the Science Center in Holderness, will start Friday
Sampling in Piper Cove.
evening with some teams counting through the night
recording owls, bats, moths, amphibians, crickets, etc. At dawn there will be songbird
surveys and on Saturday teams will continue looking for trees, plants, mammals, and
any others forms of life (down to microscopic molds and fungus). At the end of the
day there will be a wrap-up event to share stories and make a provisional tally of the
biodiversity of Squam.
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President’s
Report

State of the Squam Lakes Association
At our Annual Meeting last August, I said that an
important theme of our efforts has been and will be
communication and cooperation. In these months before
the beginning of our busy summer season, I would like to
report on the many initiatives in which SLA is engaged
in cooperating and collaborating with other organizations
as envisioned in our Mission Statement.
1. Plymouth State University’s Center for the
Environment
In January 2008, SLA and the CFE signed a
memorandum of understanding (“MOU”).
• PSU undergraduate interns will work at SLA;
in addition, PSU students will have the option
of applying for a formal internship at SLA as an
independent course of study at PSU.
• PSU graduate students will work on research
projects at SLA; our goal is to have two masters
candidates enrolled with one beginning the
program, the other completing the graduate
requirements.
• SLA will provide proposed additional space at
the Resource Center to enable PSU students and
faculty to perform research in the watershed.
2. Squam Lakes Conservation Society
SLA has contributed $49,535 for legal and other
expenses to help SLCS permanently protect 779 acres
and almost $5,000,000 of conservation value for eight
parcels in the Watershed.

3. Squam Lakes Natural Science Center
SLA has entered into a MOU with the Science Center
for loan of a part of the Bradford Washburn exhibit which
will be shown in the main room at the Resource Center.
4. New Hampshire Department of Environmental
Services and the Town of Holderness
SLA is co-sponsoring an event scheduled for April 3,
2008 to inform the public about amendments and changes
to the Comprehensive Shoreland Protection Act. A second
event will be scheduled in the summer. Please attend if you
are interested in this important new law.
5. Loon Preservation Committee
In our efforts to protect the loon population in the
Squam Watershed, we are exploring with both the Loon
Preservation Committee and Plymouth State University new
research initiatives to determine causes of the ﬂuctuating
loon population.
6. New England Forestry Foundation
The Chamberlain-Reynolds Memorial Forest swamp walk
has been rebuilt this past fall at the total cost of $34,000 with
$22,000 of that amount provided through grant funding.
These efforts are all geared to improving and enhancing
our goal to conserve the many interrelated aspects of this
very special Watershed. While each organization has its own
mission and objectives, collaboration makes possible the
leveraging of our combined resources for the greater good of
conserving the Watershed.
In the months ahead we will be welcoming several
new staff members. With the upcoming retirement of
Carol Snelling and the pending graduation of PSU Masters
candidate Stacy Luke, our Executive Director, Chris Devine,
has been heading the search for new staff.
Finally, but importantly,
2007 resulted in a small
positive operating gain
“The Complete
reﬂecting your generosity
Construction Solution”
and the careful stewardship of the Association’s
ﬁnancial assets. Our goal
is to continue this positive
momentum building everstronger relationships with
Laconia,
our many constituencies
New Hampshire
while maintaining a sound
ﬁnancial position.
603-524-3776
by Allan Fulkerson
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SLA Interns Complete Shoreland Documentation Project
The Comprehensive Shoreland Protection Act (CSPA)
One of the continuing challenges of shoreland
was enacted by the NH Legislature in 1991 to ensure the
compliance in the sensitive and critical waterfront
protection of the integrity of the state’s surface waters which
buffer zone, which is defined as the area 50 feet
are held in trust for the public beneﬁt. Shoreland areas are
landward from the water or reference line, is the
critical areas that provide ﬁltration of runoff entering our
documentation of pre and post-alteration conditions.
surface waters and are also signiﬁcant areas in terms of wildlife
This past summer SLA interns Melissa Jones and Maddie
habitat. The CSPA became effective when full funding was
Stolper completed a shoreland photo documentation
achieved in 1994 and in 2005 the legislature enacted Senate
project of the entire 70 plus miles of interconnected,
Bill 83 which “established a commission
navigable shoreland within the Squam
to study the effectiveness of the
Lakes. Using a digital camera with
comprehensive shoreland protection act
an integrated Global Positioning
and to explore standards that are better
Systems unit, photographs were taken
suited to local and state resource needs
continuously along the shoreline from
and to preservation of the public waters
a boat. The photographs along with
of the state.” The Commission issued
data files were then downloaded into
their ﬁnal report in November 2006
Arc View Geographic Information
which provided recommendations for
Systems software and linked to a base
legislative improvements to the CSPA.
map of the Squam Lakes Watershed.
Sample shoreline photo.
In June 2007, the legislature enacted
All one needs to do is to pull up the
amendments to the CSPA which will become effective
map, run the mouse over an area of shoreline and
April 1, 2008. The NH Department of Environmental
thumbnails of the photo appear. By clicking on the
Services (NHDES) will be holding numerous outreach
thumbnail you can access either an enlarged photo or
events and workshops to educate municipal ofﬁcials and
the complete data file. This information will serve as
the public on these changes. Additional detail and current
a resource to CSPA permit applicants and state and
information regarding these changes can be found at the
municipal officials and the SLA plans to re-photograph
NHDES website at www.des.nh.gov/cspa/.
the shoreland at regular intervals in the future.

SLA Holds First Wooden Boat Building Class continued...

Fiberglass work begins on day two.

coats to be applied to the exterior of the kayaks. The finishing involves several
coats and drying periods in between and the participants took home their boats
with all necessary supplies
to finish this step at their
own pace.
The class was such a
success that a second class
is planned for October
6 through 11, 2008. Bill
Thomas will be instructing
again and Sarah and Bob
Rothschild have offered to
host the class again in their
barn. For the next class
Bill will be instructing on a
different design of boat and
details on the design and
class fee will be provided Bill Thomas showing Bob Rothschild how to glue to
in the Spring of 2008.
cockpit rig.
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Volunteer
Proﬁle

An Interview with
Joe and Patti Mazzone
Making your way from the busyness of Little Squam
past the marinas towards the dam, you can ﬁnd a much
quieter, slower paced piece of the lakes known as the
Squam River. The Squam River meanders slowly from the
big lakes and past the house of Joe and Patti Mazzone.
When asked what brought them to Squam, Joe replies “A
Buick.” Patti, goes into a little more detail. The Mazzones
purchased their little piece of heaven on the Squam River
in 1998 after reading an article in Bird Watchers Digest,
which suggested that the Squam Lakes were one of the
best places to see loons. Well, at least that’s how it ended,
after a week’s stay at the old Little Holland Cabins, now
Loon Hollow, and a conversation with a local realtor.
The Mazzone’s have a history of seeking out natural
places and helping environmental organizations. They were
both part of the Hackensack Meadowlands Environment
Center. Patti, a school teacher in NJ for 27 years, was the
recipient of many awards such as the Audubon Societies’
Portfolio at
sdarchitects.com
603.968.7133
Ashland, NH

Since 1980, Designing

“NJ Environmental Education Award” in 2000 for a
program “Bridges to the Natural World,” the Outstanding
Environmental Educator in 2003 from the Alliance for
New Jersey Environmental Education, and a Citation
from the Mayor of North Bergen, NJ for commitment to
Environmental Education activities during her career. Patti
and Joe moved to the lake permanently in 2004 after Patti
retired. Joe still works as a Letter Carrier for the US Postal
service and is the Treasurer for the National Association
of Letter Carriers Branch 72 in Concord. The Mazzones
became members of the SLA because they wanted to be
part of the community protecting the lake. Joe and Patti
have been volunteering on Squam since 1999 just after
they bought their house. They are active trail adopters
and weed watchers. They are also loon watchers with the
Loon Preservation Committee, as there is a pair of loons
that took to nesting across the river from their house.
The Mazzones spend their free time outside hiking,
kayaking, bird watching and volunteering. What they like
best about volunteering for the SLA is getting to interact
and learn from the staff and other volunteers, who, in
turn, learn and enjoy their interactions with them. Their
favorite part of the lake is the part that ﬂows slowly by
their small house. The Squam River stays open year round
and is a great spot for nature lovers. Joe and Patti have
created quite a large list of birds and animals sighted, from
bears and moose to eagles and osprey and just the other
day a shrike.
Some parting words from Patti and Joe: “People should
really appreciate what they have here. No! People should
love what they have here and protect it, for the next
seven generations.” The SLA thanks all of our volunteers
for the work that they do. The next time you’re down on
the Squam River going by Joe and Patti’s house feel free to
say, “Hi.” Who knows? You might even get invited in for
a great Italian Dinner.
Supporting your independence at home
in Central & Northern New Hampshire

Visit...
squamlake.com
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while Respecting the

NH Colonials Realty

Beauty and Ecology
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Squam Lakes Association And Plymouth State University
Advance Partnership
In 2004, Plymouth State University (PSU) created the
Center for the Environment (CFE) to address the science,
policies, culture and economics of the natural environment
in northern New England through research, education and
collaboration. The Squam Lakes Association (SLA), with a
core mission of protecting and conserving the watershed for
the public beneﬁt, was invited to participate as a stakeholder
in the planning process that led to the formation of the CFE.
PSU is a regional university that is well positioned to assist SLA
in environmental science and education. CFE was founded, in
part, because of the interest of SLA in furthering environmental
monitoring, research, and stewardship in the Squam watershed
and the region. Over the past three years CFE and SLA have
collaborated on numerous projects of mutual beneﬁt to both
organizations and the students involved:
• Since 2004, PSU undergraduate students have worked
as summer interns for SLA gaining valuable on the job
experience in our ecological programs.
• In June 2005, SLA and CFE hosted a Squam Watershed
Workshop to discuss environmental concerns and
identify associated research needs in the watershed.
• Between 2005 and 2007 two CFE graduate students
pursued their Masters of Environmental Science and
Policy focused on studying the biological effects of
invasive milfoil and the associated invasive plant
management methods.
• In the summer of 2006, Adjunct Professor Tom
Shevenell and Research Scientist Mike Prentice began
a pilot study of the ground water and sediments in a subbasin of Squam Lake. The ﬁndings of this work will be
the basis for future research projects.
• In 2007, a CFE graduate student compiled a detailed
summary matrix of the zoning regulations in each of

Sediment sample retrieval.

the ﬁve principal watershed towns to help identify the
similarities and differences in local land use regulations.
As an element of the on-going collaboration and
communication between CFE and SLA, both entities
recognized the beneﬁt of ‘institutionalizing’ our relationship
such that it would both advance and endure. During 2007, an
SLA ad hoc committee worked with the PSU administration
(continued on page 7)

Stacy Luke in her Lab at PSU.

photo by John Hession

Deep water sediment coring preparation.
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SLA Board Approves Grant To
The Squam Lakes Conservation
Society
At the December 2007, the SLA Board of Directors
approved a grant of $49,535 to the Squam Lakes Conservation
Society from the SLA’s Conservation Fund to contribute
toward the expenses of conserving almost 800 additional acres
of land in the watershed.
The SLA Conservation Fund was created in 1968 for the
purposes of protecting and maintaining land in the watershed
for the public beneﬁt. The fund has been used many times
since its inception and has proven invaluable when capital is
needed to act quickly on a threatened parcel. Most recently,
the SLA used the fund to purchase the 57-acre Hawkins Parcel
on Cotton Mountain in Holderness in 2005. Subsequent
fundraising to replenish the fund resulted in a present balance
of about $650,000.
The Squam Lakes Conservation Society (SLCS) is a land
trust dedicated to conserving land exclusively in the Squam
watershed. SLA and SLCS frequently partner on projects
of mutual interest. In 2006, SLA adopted a policy that the
Conservation Fund could be used to assist other conservation
organizations with expenses related to placing worthy properties
in conservation. In many cases, the only impediment to a
landowner willing to donate signiﬁcant conservation value in
their land are the many expenses related to placing land into
permanent protection.
The grant approved to SLCS will be used to assist with
long-term stewardship, baseline documentation and legal fees
associated with completing conservation easements on eight
separate parcels totaling 779 acres with a total value of over
$5,000,000! Most impressively, the conservation-minded
landowners are donating via conservation easements about
95% of the value of the land in perpetuity.

Carol Snelling
Retires...Again
Carol and Bob retired to the New
Hampshire lakes region in 1999, Bob
from the EPA in Las Vegas, NV then
Lockheed Martin in Idaho Falls, ID and
Carol from her music studio teaching
piano and voice for 30 years. They have
two daughters, Anne (an architect in
Boston) and Julie (a scientist at the
Nevada Test Site) and one granddaughter. After 6 months in
a small rental house in Meredith, Carol decided she needed to
get a job. She went to work for Squam Lakes Association as
the Visitor Assistant the summer of 2000 and, in the spring of
2001, took over as the Ofﬁce Assistant. This time, retirement
should go better. Carol and Bob are both very involved in the
community. Carol serves on the board of the New Hampshire
Music Festival, is president of the Holderness Library Friends,
volunteers for the Squam Lakes Natural Science Center and
will volunteer for SLA as a visitors’ assistant in the summer.

SLA and PSU Advance Partnership continued...
and CFE staff to develop a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the
organizations which was ﬁnalized in January 2008. Speciﬁcally the MOU identiﬁes
three primary areas of collaboration:
• Summer internships for PSU undergraduates to work with SLA on ecological
projects with options for either work study or independent study.
• The creation of a fellowship program for PSU graduate students to work with
SLA while pursuing their Master’s degree which includes thesis research on a
topic of concern in the watershed.
• The establishment of a joint environmental laboratory and ﬁeld research
facility at the SLA Resource Center in Holderness.
Kate collecting milfoil.
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Squam Lakes Association - 2008 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 24 - Pancake Breakfast, 8:30 am - 11 am, with special guest speaker Lauren Buyofsky
June 6 & 7 - Bio Blitz
June 7 - National Trails Day at Mead Conservation Center, 8 am, Potluck to follow at 4:30 pm
June 29 - Lightning Races Start at Diamond Ledge, 2 pm - 4 pm, every Sunday until August 31
July 19 - Waterfowl Census at Church Island, 8 am - 9 am
July 19 - SLA Hike for the Trails at Mt. Morgan Trailhead, 8:30 am
July 23 - Annual Kids Canoe Day Races (JSLA) at Ashland Town Beach, 10 am - 12 pm
August 2 - SLA Annual Meeting at SLA Resource Center, 4:30 pm
August 3 - Around the Lake Sailing Race at Piper Cove, 2 pm
August 23 & 24 - Lightning Sailing Regatta at Diamond Ledge, Saturday 12 pm - 5 pm, Sunday 10 am - 1 pm
August 30 - Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon at SLA Resource Center, 12 pm
August 31 - Final Lightning Race and Awards Dinner at SLA
September 3 - Second Annual ‘Golf for the Kids’ Event
October 6 thru 11 - Boat Building Class
Calendar subject to change. Call (603) 968-7336 for the latest information.

Member Address Change
Contact our ofﬁce if your address has changed.
Also, if you have separate winter and summer addresses, please let us know the dates you are in residence at each address.
SLA is ﬁned 70¢ for every piece of forwarded bulk mail. You can either call the ofﬁce
at (603) 968-7336 or send an e-mail to info@squamlakes.org.

Address Service Requested
(603) 968-7336
e-mail: info@squamlakes.org

YOUTH P ROGRAM I NFO E NCLOSED

P.O. Box 204
Holderness, NH 03245
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