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Squam Lakes Association - 2007 SUMMER CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 5 - Boat Rentals Open Weekends Only Until June 17
June 2 - National Trails Day at Mead Conservation Center, 8 am
July 8 - Lightning Sailing Races Start at Diamond Ledge, 2 pm - 4 pm, every Sunday until August 19
June 11 - NH Fish & Game Workshop: Mapping Habitats for Conservation Planning, 6:30 pm - 9 pm
July 21 - Waterfowl Census at Church Island, 8 am - 9 am
July 21 - Hike for the Trails Day at Mt. Morgan Trailhead, 8 am
July 25 - Annual Kids Canoe Day Races at Ashland Town Beach, 10 am
August 4 - SLA Annual Meeting at SLA Resource Center ,4:30 pm
August 5 - Around the Lake Sailing Race at Piper Cove, 2 pm
August 25 & 26 - Lightning Sailing Regatta Diamond Ledge, Sat.: Noon - 5 pm , Sun.:10 am - 1 pm
September 1 - Volunteer Luncheon at SLA Resource Center, Noon
June 13 - Weed Watcher Volunteer Training at SLA, Noon - 2 pm
July 28 - Boat Count Static 8 am, Active 3 pm
July 30 - August 4 - Kayak Building Workshop www.nhbm.org/squamlakes.html
August 11 - Boat Count Active 3 pm
September 4 - First Annual ‘Golf for the Kids’ Event

The

Loon Flyer

SLA Pumps Up Milfoil Efforts

by Becky Sinkler

As he sat back and contemplated his sketches of the sprayer detached from the hose-handle
of the machine, the needle-jet, the nozzle and the telescopic tube, he wondered, “Am I
perhaps going too far?” – Graham Greene in “Our Man from Havana”
It’s been seven years since the ﬁrst nasty little
seedling of variable milfoil thrust its bright green,
oddly plastic-looking head up from the bottom
of Squam Lake. New Hampshire’s #1 exotic
aquatic plant showed up in the Squam River-Mill
Pond area in Ashland in 2000 – milfoil for the
millennium.

Calendar subject to change. Call (603) 968-7336 for the latest information.

Member Address Change
The ofﬁce is requesting that those SLA members who have changed their address to contact our ofﬁce.
Also, if you have separate winter and summer addresses, please let us know the dates you are in residence at each address.
SLA is ﬁned 70¢ for every piece of forwarded bulk mail. You can either call the ofﬁce
at (603) 968-7336 or send an e-mail to carolsnelling@squamlakes.org.

No one knows exactly how it got there – maybe an
unknowing goldﬁsh owner wearied with pet-care
dumped their aquarium. Or maybe a waterfowl far
above the lake let ﬂy with the ﬁrst seed.
Whatever its origin, that initial plant has
propagated itself into acres of the invasive,
destructive organism that “displaces beneﬁcial
plant life, makes swimming difﬁcult and devalues waterfront property,” according to the New Hampshire
Department of Environmental Sciences (DES).

The newest member of the SLA family “Calypso” designed and built by
SLA staff and volunteers to help control milfoil in the Squam Lakes.

“Milfoil displaces
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Not that nothing has been done about it. In fact, as many of you have read in the Loon Flyer over the
years, SLA Director Chris Devine and his staff have made banishing milfoil a top mission for SLA.
With volunteers’ help, they’ve tried smothering it, spraying it, drying up its habitat and pulling it out
by its roots and collecting it in mesh bags. (On some lakes, people have given up and simply mow it
like a lawn!) Some of SLA’s attempts have worked quite well. But milfoil is still holding its own in 11
locations around the lake.
Chris and Brett Durham, Director of Recreation, have yet to develop Captain Queeg-like twitches,
but they do appear to be on the brink of serious obsession. Chris says they’ve been through the classic
emotional cycle – anger, frustration, hopelessness, resignation and ﬁnal acceptance that this is a tough
but inevitable fact of lake life.
Together with Erik Andresen, a ﬁltration engineer and volunteer with a summer house on
Little Squam, they have spent the winter devising a weapon. We could call it a “Midget-MakeEasy-Air-Powered-Suction-Eradicator”, after Graham Greene’s creation in (continued on page 2)

Squam: New Hampshire’s Quiet Lakes

Address Service Requested
(603) 968-7336
e-mail: info@squamlakes.org
P.O. Box 204
Holderness, NH 03245

Squam Lakes Association
NON-PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE
PAID
HOLDERNESS, NH
PERMIT #6

SLA Pumps Up Milfoil Efforts continued...

The Squam Lakes Association
is dedicated to conserving for the
public beneﬁt the natural beauty,
peaceful character and unique resource
values of the lakes and surrounding area.
In cooperation with local and state authorities
and other conservation organizations,
the Association promotes the protection,
careful use and shared enjoyment of the
lakes, mountains, forests, open spaces
and wildlife of the Squam Lakes region.
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“Our Man in Havana” (quoted at the beginning of this article). Chris and Brett prefer
to call their invention a “diver-assisted suction dredge”. They believe they are only
slightly overreaching by christening the craft “Calypso” after Jacques Cousteau’s
legendary diving vessel.
Basically, Calypso is a platform on pontoons, on one corner of which is attached a
pump. From the pump leads a tube about ﬁve inches in diameter and 70 feet long.
Alongside in the water and attached to the platform is a custom-made metal basket
for harvesting. The driver and an assistant or two man the platform.
Below in the water are several eager scuba-divers, volunteers and/or staff. Tanks on
their backs, the divers plunge deep, holding the hose and start carefully hand-pulling
whole plants – roots, stems, leaﬂets and all, feeding it into the hose so that the pump
can suck it to the surface, where it will be isolated and drained in the basket.
On board Calypso, one of the team will be receiving the collected milfoil as it is
dredged up, tossing it into big blue plastic buckets before transporting it to the milfoil
compost bin on SLA’s grounds. Nothing is wasted in this perfect cycle of destruction.
This is all very labor-intensive, and will require the time and attention of up to four
people for four hours at a time. Chris and Brett feel they can rely on volunteers, many
of whom -- like Tony Wagner and P.J. Blankenhorn – are not only accomplished divers
but as dedicated to the cause of eradication as any milfoil warrior in New Hampshire.
Chris, Brett and Erik are not entirely inventing this wheel: the idea for the diverdredging device originated in British Colombia in the 1980s. More recently, New
Hampshire’s DES had a unit fabricated for them, and SLA had the beneﬁt of their
experience with their prototype.
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Lamprey Realtors,® Inc.

NH Colonials Realty

Supporters of conservation
in the Lakes Region
for 59 years and counting

Are you planning your spring garden? Are you looking for
plants that are attractive to you and to wildlife? Then read
Enhancing Shoreland with Native Plants for Wildlife, a publication
by SLA and underwritten by Belknap Landscape Company.

(603)968-7615

1-(800)834-5759 or 253-8131

Squam Lake Ofﬁce, Curry Place
PO Box 550, Holderness, NH 03245

Native plants are shrubs, wildﬂowers, and trees that have been
impacted by natural forces since the glaciers moved north about
10,000 years ago. Along with native animals, mushrooms,
and other organisms, native plants make up our present-day
native ecosystem. This short guide to native plants will give
the basic information you need to pick the best plants for you.
The guide’s easy symbols will also tell you which wildlife will
beneﬁt from the plant. Symbols also indicate soil and light
requirements for each native plant listed.

249 Whittier Highway
Center Harbor, NH

Supporting your independence at home
in Central & Northern New Hampshire

RN Case management, Geriatric Case Manager
Chaperoned doctor visits, Skilled Nursing Services
Home Health Aides, Respite Care
Call us today and see if we can meet your loved
ones needs to maintain independence and dignity
in the comfort of your home.

603-346-4214
LiveFreeHomeHealthCare.com

It’s becasue of you that we are able
to celebrate this important occasion.

Est. 1954

Lakes Region Ofﬁces in:
Center Harbor, Wolfeboro
Ossipee & Alton

Afﬁliate Who’s Who
in Luxury Real Estate
maxfieldrealestate.com
877-705-2424 • 603-253-9360

Do you have a vernal pool on your property or know of one close
by. Vernal pools are typically shallow pools that are homes to many
breeding frogs and salamanders during the spring. The Holderness
Conservation Commission is working on a project to locate vernal
pools in the Squam Lakes Watershed and in the town of Holderness.
We are also looking for individuals to monitor vernal pools. If
you would like to do either of these tasks, please contact Larry T.
Spencer, Commission Chair at 536-4315 or lts@plymouth.edu.
I’ll be happy to help you with these tasks.

We extend our deepest sympathy to the family
and friends of Dr. Yuill.
We appreciate his consideration of remembering
and honoring his loved ones through
a memorial contribution to
The Squam Lakes Association.

Learn alongside SLA Biologists!

Seeking Squam Lake Vernal Pools

Dr. Daniel C. Yuill

Laconia,
New Hampshire

603-524-3776
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Are you looking for native plants to order for the spring?
Many local businesses carry an excellent assortment of
native plants. The New Hampshire State Nursery offers NH
grown trees and shrubs in the spring. For more information,
go to www.nhnursery.com. County conservation districts
offer guidance on choosing native plants. Many districts
have a spring tree and shrub fundraider. Visit www.nhacd.
org for a link to your local conservation district.
Please contact the SLA if you would like a free copy of the
Enhancing Shoreland guide or pick one up the next time you are
at the Resource Center.

Chris and Brett are steady at the helm. Determined to master the milfoil menace, they
gaze at their invention with pride. “Things haven’t gotten worse in terms of the extent
of infestation in the watershed,” Chris says. It seems safe to hope that soon, they will
get better.
“The Complete
Construction Solution”

Enhancing Shoreland
with Native Plants for Wildlife

Our 75th Year of Service!

Specs have been drawn up. Divers Wagner and Blankenhorn have helped secure a
generous grant of $10,000 from the Robert Earll McConnell Foundation. Launch is
due in June.

SLA Friend Remembered

New SLA Publication:

Students entering grades 9 – 12 are eligible to join our
Squam Conservation Corps. Work with our staff biologists
in a one-week internship focused on SLA’s conservation
programs, for only $50. Participants will conduct milfoil
surveys by snorkel, vernal pool studies, stream organism
surveys and trail maintenance projects, plus plenty
of kayaking and a Wednesday night campout. SCC
Internships run for each week in July, and are a great way
to satisfy a service project requirement, and to experience
ecological ﬁeldwork. For more info or to register, call 603968-7336 or visit www.squamlakes.org

New This Summer! With a Season Boat Rental Pass,
pay once and use SLA boats until October! Info: squamlakes.org
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Boat Count Volunteers
SLA Volunteers have compiled static and active boat
count data since the mid-‘80s, helping us track Squam
Lakes boat trafﬁc trends. Big and Little Squam Lakes
are split into 14 different census areas. Volunteers
count the total number of boats in their area for the
static count, on Saturday July 28 at 8AM. All boats
in active use will be counted at 3PM on both Saturday
July 28 and Saturday August 11. Past volunteers
and new counters are welcome, on any of the dates
that you are available. Time commitment is short,
and can be a fun family volunteer experience. If
interested, please contact Deb at 603-968-7336 ext
19 or debkure@squamlakes.org

The Loon Flyer Facelift
You may have noticed that for the ﬁrst time in over 25 years,
The Loon Flyer has a new look. If you didn’t notice the
change, you probably haven’t been reading your newsletter!
An SLA team and graphic designer Sally Grand worked to
enhance the visuals and content of The Loon Flyer. The
four-color imagery uses new printing technology and costs the
same as the old format. On the editorial side, there will be
new columns including a director’s report, volunteer or staff
proﬁles as well as articles to keep you apprised of SLA news.
If you would like to write an article, please contact the SLA.

WinterFest 2007

Director’s
Report

Global Climate Change & Lakes

SLA’s January 27th WinterFest celebrated the longawaited arrival of frozen lakes and snow! The annual
gathering offered a Chili Cook-off with eight entries
to enjoy, cleared ice for skating and hockey, an ice golf
course, a Squam Lake expedition led by Nordic Skater
Jamie Hess, hot chocolate, lots of cookies, and a bonﬁre
for roasting marshmallows and warming hands and feet!
Congratulations to Debbie & Steve Merrill of Golden Pond
Country Store for their award-winning chili!

Although you are likely reading this sometime in May, I am
writing this in March to keep our publication on schedule.
Outside we are in the midst of the second major snowstorm
of the season with blizzard conditions and thought what
better time than now to bring up the issue of climate
change. The issues of global warming and climate change
have received much attention in the media this past year
and for most the connection between our daily lives and
the overall ecosystem of the earth isn’t the most tangible.
I have no doubt that whatever I write on this issue will
elicit comment due to the controversy surrounding it, but
discussion is good. It ultimately increases awareness and
awareness precipitates change.
The earth’s climate is dynamic and it does change both in
the short term and over the long term. Global warming
tends to be focused on the increasing temperatures seen on
earth since about 1880 with the belief that rapidly rising
carbon dioxide levels from the burning of fossil fuels is the
principal cause. Climate change tends to look at longer
spans of earth history over hundreds of millions of years
and the ﬂuctuations and trends in climate. Scientists have
differing opinions on the exact mechanisms of change
and the degree to which man inﬂuences change leading
to difﬁculty in adopting sound and reasonable policies.
What we do know is that our use of energy and the by
products produced have an effect on our environment.

What you may not have noticed is the new SLA website.
Easier to navigate, better visuals, and more content, the new
website is increasingly important to SLA communications.
Check it out at www.squamlakes.org.

Thank You SLA Members

for responding on
your donor card with your volunteer interests. Informational letters
are on their way to you, with a range of available commitments. If
volunteer work that you have enjoyed in the past, and would like
to continue with in the future, does not fall into the donor card
categories of Ofﬁce/Mailings, Water Quality, Weed Watching,
Trail Adoption or Visitor’s Assistant, please get in touch with Deb
at 603-968-7336 or debkure@squamlakes.org. SLA, the Squam
Lakes and Squam area youth have greatly beneﬁted from your
services. We gratefully accept your continued assistance.

Portfolio at
sdarchitects.com
603.968.7133
Ashland, NH

Since 1980, Designing
Award-Winning Homes
while Respecting the
Beauty and Ecology
of Squam Lake
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Our environment includes our atmosphere and pollutants
affect the overall ecology in less than positive ways. The
fundamental position of those concerned with global
warming and/or climate change in general is that changes
in energy policy can lead to less impact to our environment.
Unfortunately some of the arguments for change don’t
directly focus on energy policy and they tend to attempt to
incite panic and panic leads to paralysis.
We can use less energy, we can use more alternative forms
of energy and as a result we will minimize and in some cases
reduce our pollutant load to our environment. In order for
this to occur it must be initiated from both the top down and
from the grassroots level or bottom up. Back in the 1970’s
we had some difﬁculties with oil supply resulting in gasoline
rationing and an economic recession. We made changes
such as lowering the speed limit to 55, voluntarily turning
down our thermostats and mandating emissions controls
and mileage standards for automobiles. These things
worked and three decades ago we were on the right track.
Unfortunately today, few of us drive a car that gets 30 miles
per gallon, few of us have non fossil fuel heating systems in
our homes and few of us use mass transportation.
What do these seemingly larger, more global issues have to
do with the Squam Lakes Watershed? This ecosystem will
be affected by the use of energy locally, regionally, nationally
and globally. Acid rain and mercury are two good examples
of how this happens. Global warming is a bit more obtuse
in that the change happens over decades and the results
aren’t quite as tangible as the mercury concentrations in
ﬁsh caught in our lakes. This is where the grassroots or
bottom up approach comes into the equation. The little
things you can do around your home or ofﬁce do make a
difference and each and everyone of us needs to make it
our goal to use less energy and to use less polluting forms
of energy. Just a half mile down the road from our ofﬁce a
homeowner has installed a ground-water heat pump system
to heat and cool their home. This type of system which
has been used for decades in the mid-west, uses a nominal
amount of electricity to pump water and no fossil fuel. If
you haven’t already done so, swap out your incandescent
lights for compact ﬂuorescents, put in programmable
thermostats, turn out lights you’re not using, and consider a
more efﬁcient car or an alternate energy source for heating
your home. by Chris Devine
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Legislative
Update

Volunteer
Proﬁle

NH Supreme Court to Rule on Dug-In Boathouses

The Comprehensive Shoreline Protection Act (CSPA) was passed by the NH legislature in 1994 to protect our shorelines
from development. Since then, the NH Department of Environmental Services (DES) and many others (homeowners,
architects and builders) have interpreted the Act as allowing the construction of dug-in boathouses which have a negative
impact on our fragile shorelines. On the Squam Lakes three of ﬁve towns (Holderness, Moultonborough and Sandwich)
prohibit dug-in boathouses through local zoning, however their construction is allowed in Ashland and Center Harbor.
In addition to spoiling the natural look of the shoreline, dug-in boathouses require extensive excavation into the shore, which
destroys ﬁsh habitat, alters natural currents and creates areas of excess nutrient accumulation resulting in the proliferation
of non-native aquatic plants. The substantially disturbed areas created by the dredging for dug-in boathouses create an ideal
environment for the invasive species milfoil to ﬂourish.
In 2002, the Conservation Law Foundation (CLF) challenged DES’ failure to fully enforce the CSPA, by continuing
to issue permits for dug-in boathouses on the Squam Lakes as well as other New Hampshire lakes. Dug-in boathouses
are permitted under the Wetlands Protection Act and the key issue is whether in the issuance of permits, DES had fully
considered the landward impacts within the protected shoreland zone. CLF, on behalf of abutting property owners
on two proposed boathouses on Squam Lake ﬁled suit in Superior Court. The cases were combined and the court
ruled that DES had not interpreted the Wetlands Protection Act and CSPA properly when they issued permits for
these boathouses. One of the applicants appealed to the NH Supreme Court and the case was heard on March 22, 2007.
In September 2006, the SLA board voted to ﬁle a very narrow amicus brief in support of the Superior Court decision. The brief
asks the court to require DES to enforce the Wetlands and Shoreland Protection Acts such that future dug-in boathouses will
no longer be allowed.

Tudor Richards Receives Prestigious EPA Environmental Award
Tudor Richards was honored on Wednesday, April 18 in Boston’s Faneuil
Hall with the EPA Environmental Merit Award for 2007. The Merit Award
recognizes signiﬁcant contributions to environmental awareness and problemsolving. Given out by EPA since 1970, the merit awards honor individuals
and groups who have shown particular ingenuity and commitment in their
efforts to preserve the region’s environment. This year’s competition drew 54
nominations from across New England.
Tudor’s career as an ardent advocate on behalf of NH’s environment stretches
back to 1946 and includes an array of accomplishments. In 1948, he began
an association with NH Audubon that remains strong to this day. Under his leadership, the organization purchased 60,000
acres of land known as the Pondicherry Wildlife Refuge. He helped push through legislation such as the NH Birds of Prey
law, the creation of the Loon Preservation Committee and the passage of the endangered species program. He updated and
helped publish important ornithological works including Charles F. Goodhue’s manuscript “Fifty Years Among the Birds of New
Hampshire.” Amid his many accomplishments, Tudor continues to be an inspiration to countless birders and naturalists across
the United States.
Along with New Hampshire Audubon, Tudor Richards has deep roots on Squam Lake. Born in 1915, Tudor has come to Squam
each and every year. Even during World War II, when he was a Navy ﬁghter pilot, he managed to make short visits to the Lake.
Tudor and his wife of 57 years Barbara share a family camp on Foreside Cove with their children and many other relatives.
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Meet the Mead Caretakers
Fred Lavigne & Evelyn MacKinnon
by Deb Kure
SLA is glad for the opportunity to keep the 1760s – 1930s
Smith Homestead open for public hiking and camping. The
White Mountain National Forest (WMNGF) is greatly
assisted by local conservation groups caring for historic
sites, as SLA does for these 22 acres now known as Mead
Conservation Center. Central to the fulﬁllment of this
service is having a dependable on-site presence – what better
than multi-skilled next-door neighbors!
Fred and Evelyn live at the end of Diamond Ledge Road,
northwest of Center Sandwich, next to the Mead property.
Spring ﬁnds them opening the 1850s Smith farmhouse,
cleaning the bunkrooms and kitchen thoroughly, turning
on the water, and more, in preparation for the May arrival
of the Wonalancet Out Door Club sponsored trail crew.
Approximately four Student Conservation Association
interns and a Forest Service leader spend 12 weeks doing
basic maintenance and trail reconstruction in the Sandwich
Range. The SLA-sponsored fall crew can also reside at Mead,
depending on their project locations. Fred and Evelyn give
these crews their orientation to living in and respecting
an ancient farmhouse, reminders of the local speed limits,
directions to the recycling facility, and all manner of other
questions and occasional ﬁrst aid administrations. Their
local trail and town knowledge is indispensable for the crew
leaders. Their fresh eggs, big vegetable garden (big as in 75
tomato plants) and friendly hospitality improve the interns’
enjoyment of the Squam Area.

ivy trimming or brushing needs, usually done with scythe
and clippers.
Fred’s duties also include checking on
the composting privy, and the monthly turning of the
‘humanure’. Yep. You guessed it. As Fred is raking said
wood shavings at an awkward position prostrate to the
privy’s bottom access, perhaps he wonders “How did I
get here?” Turns out that 12 year-old Fred was a Boy Scout,
launching from this same Mead Base, on a backpacking
expedition from Mead all the way to Mt. Washington! Fred and
Evelyn both grew up in Berlin, with paper mill roots. Adult life
found them living in Madison, with Evelyn teaching elementary
school for 20 years, and Fred logging for the county forester.
They enjoyed the Sandwich towns, and made the move to
Diamond Ledge Road in 1988. At that time, they moved from
the fastest growing town in Carroll County, … to the slowest!
In addition to Mead caretaking, Fred works on small logging
projects for arborists and landowners and Evelyn provides inhouse elder care in the Sandwich area. They are deeply involved
with the Friends of the Sandwich Range, and its wilderness land
protection efforts on the WMNF. Their 12 laying hens and
vegetable garden keep them busy, with planting, harvesting and
then canning, freezing and dehydrating, for a stocked pantry
and root cellar! In sugaring season they enjoy snowshoeing to
a nearby sugarbush, and gathering sap from 80 trees. Maple
syrup, sugar and cream are added to the pantry! With more
time available in the winter, Fred and Evelyn take their
vacation of two or three camping trips in the WMNF. These
trips involve several days of hiking from a wall tent base area
after snowshoeing and sledding their supplies in.
After reading a passionate description of winter hikes by Jack
Mead, the engineer conservationist who saved Sandwich
Notch and the Smith homestead from mid-century logging,
it’s apparent that he’d be very pleased to have his namesaked
Conservation Center being cared for by snow-shoeing, winter
camping, caretaking volunteers Fred and Evelyn. Thank You
for your hours, hands and hearts.

CHRISTOPHER P. WILLIAMS, ARCHITECTS

Fred and Evelyn also check-in user groups to Mead,CHRISTOPHER P. WILLIAMS, ARCHITECTS
CHRISTOPHER P. WILLIAMS, ARCHITECTS
explaining which facilities are available, suggesting trail
PO Box
• Meredith,
NHNH
03253
• •603-279-6513
PO 703
Box 703
• Meredith,
03253
603-279-6513
routes, and sharing Mead’s history. Their daily morning
www.cpwarchitects.com
www.cpwarchitects.com
walk takes them past the campsites, showing any poison
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